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       SPECIAL POINTS  
   OF INTEREST: 

¶ 3 6 t h  K e w e e n a w  B a y 

Maawanjiôding held 

¶ Drug Conviction Report 

¶ P o p u l a r  R e f e r e n d u m           

approves Motel /Marina     

purchase 

¶ New Boat Washer deployed 

¶ First Annual Recovery/

Memorial Walk held  

¶ KBOCC Wabanung Campus 

Open House held 

¶ Deepest Sympathy 

Continued on page six. 

36TH KEWEENAW BAY MAAWANJIôDING HELD 

     The KBIC 36th Annual Maawan-
jiôiding was held the weekend of 
July 25-27, 2014, at the Ojibwa 
Powwow Campgrounds in Baraga, 
Michigan.  ñHonoring the Drumò was 
chosen for this yearôs theme.  Re-
cords indicate there were 640 danc-
ers and 23 drums registered.  Par-
ticipants and spectators enjoyed a 
beautiful weekend of song and 
dance at Keweenaw Bay. Unfortu-
nately, due to rainy weather, the 
event was moved for Sundayôs 
grand entry to the Keweenaw Bay 
Ojibwa Community College gymna-
sium.  The Community was honored 
to have the KBIC Honor Guard pre-
sent the colors; Donald Chosa, Sr. 
as Head Veteran Dancer; Brian 
Moore as Head Male Dancer; Toni 
Williams as Head Female Dancer; 
Darryl Kingbird as Arena Director; 
George Gauthier as Assistant 
Arena Director; Young Kingbird as 
Host Drum; Whitefish Bay as Co-
host Drum; and four invited home 
drums: Four Thunders, Summer-
cloud, Woodland Singers, and 
Beartown.  Emcees Larry 
Smallwood Amik and Jody Gaskin 
did a fantastic job in keeping things 
moving along smoothly.  
     Following Friday eveningôs 
grand entry, two Miss KBIC Prin-
cess Candidates danced before the winner was named, and 
Kayla Dakota was crowned as the 2014 Miss Keweenaw Bay.   
     Saturdayôs events began with fry bread competitions.  
Stella Gibson took 1

st
 place in the adult division, and 13 year-

old Dametrius Webster from Wisconsin took 1
st
 place in the 

youth division.  The Powwow Committee honored four KBIC 
elders this year:  Virgil Loonsfoot, Betsy Ross, Peter Shela-
foe, and Pat Bawden.   Before dinner break, the youth two-
step competition was held where the crowd chose ñthe Pickle 
Heads,ò Myesha Rainey and Joseph Rainey, Jr. as champi-
ons.  During dinner break, a hand drum competition was held 
with the following results:  1

st
 place - Mark Kingbird, 2

nd
 place 

- Austin Benton, and 3
rd

 place - Thomas Butcher.  The ñBig Eò 
singing special was held throughout the day with the following 
results:  1

st
 place ï Iron Boy Drum, 2

nd
 place ï Red Lake 

Drum, and 3
rd

 place ï Ojibwe Nation Drum.   A Head Lady 
Jingle Dress competition was held with the following results:  
1

st
 place ï Becky Taylor, 2

nd
 place Jamie Awonohapay, and 

3
rd

 place ï Dionne Jacobs.  A Woodland Special competition 
was held with the following results:  1

st
 place ï Shane 

Mitchell, 2
nd

 Place ï Pete Powless, and 3
rd

 place ï Bernard 
Lanene.  Saturdayôs events ended with the adult two-step 
competition with the following results:  1

st
 place ï Glen Bres-

sette, Sr. and Sandy White Eagle (Mishomis and Nokomos), 
2

nd
 place ï Shane Mitchell and Michelle Reed 

(Waaswagoning), and 3
rd

 place ï Dionne Jacobs and Austin 
Benton (Livin Sin).   
     For each Grand Entry, a youth male and female lead 
dancer were chosen by the Powwow Committee (excluding 
Sundayôs gymnasium cluster).  Chosen were:  Friday evening 
ï Sam Chosa and Angel Loonsfoot, Saturday afternoon ï 

Newly crowned Miss Keweenaw Bay, Kayla Dakota.  
Kayla is the 13-year-old daughter of Rhea Koski and the 
late Dale (DJ) Dakota, Jr.  In her essay, Kayla said, ñI 
want to represent the tribe as their princess and believe 
it will be fun and a good learning experience.  Our cul-
ture means a lot to me and I have been trying to learn 
more about it.  I plan on helping others learn of their cul-
ture too.ò    

Mitchell McGeshick, Jr. and Lily Messer, and Saturday eve-
ning ï Thomas Lofquist and Jaydlyn Goyen.  All did an awe-
some job! 

Grand Entry Saturday afternoon. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Honored Elders Biographies: 

     Virgil Simon Loonsfoot (Mishquagishik ð setting/rising 
sun) was born August 17, 1940, to Simon and Charlotte 
(Kishketog) Loonsfoot.  During his childhood he spent a num-
ber of years in an orphanage in Bay Mills, Michigan.  When he 
was 19-years-old, he enlisted in the Army and did a four-year 
term in the 24th Infantry Division, 3rd Engineer Platoon, E 
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     The Regular Saturday Tribal Council 
Meeting scheduled for August 2, 2014, 
was cancelled by Ogimaa Donald Shali-
foe, Sr.,  As of press date, it has not 
been rescheduled.   

MONTHLY TRIBAL  
COUNCIL MEETING 

SPECIAL COUNCIL  
MEETING HELD 

     Tribal Council held a Special Council 
Meeting on August 14, 2014, with one 
item on the agenda in closed session:  
Donald Shalifoe, Sr., Ogimaa ð Judgeôs 
suspension.   
     Motion by Eddy Edwards to ap-
prove the agenda as presented 
closed session open to Tribal Mem-
bers only; supported by Carole La-
Pointe.  Six supported (Shalifoe, La-
Pointe, Jokinen,  Edwards,  Curtis, 
Matthews); six opposed (Loonsfoot, 
M. LaFernier, S. LaFernier, Messer, 
Misegan, Swartz); 0 abstained; mo-
tion defeated.  
     Motion by Warren C. Swartz, Jr. to 
make a change to the agenda: 
change from closed to open session 
and to approve the agenda; sup-
ported by Jennifer Misegan.  Seven 
supported (LaPointe, Loonsfoot, M. 
LaFernier, S. LaFernier, Messer, 
Misegan, Swartz); five opposed 
(Shalifoe, Jokinen, Edwards, Curtis, 
Matthews); 0 abstained; motion car-
ried.  
     Motion by Jean Jokinen to approve 
the agenda and be closed to the media.  
Motion died due to lack of support.  
(Noted: Jean made this motion after it 
was brought to her attention the count 
was wrong on the above motion).   
     A discussion/question period oc-
curred. 
     Motion by Eddy Edwards to approve 
KB-043-2014; supported by Carole La-
Pointe.  A discussion/question session 
continued followed by a recess.   
     Motion by Don Messer, Jr. to ap-
prove KB-043-20014 with the friendly 
amendments to remove the suspen-
sions of the judges and open the 
Court immediately; supported by 
Eddy Edwards.  Seven supported 

WHEREAS:  The Keweenaw Bay Indian Com-
munity is a federally recognized Indian Tribe 
exercising inherent authority over its members 
and its territories, and the Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community has a reservation created pursuant 
to the 1854 Treaty with the Chippewa, 10 Stat. 
1109; and 

WHEREAS:  The Keweenaw Bay Indian Com-
munity is organized pursuant to the provisions of 
the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, (48 Stat. 
984 U.S.C. §476) with a Constitution and Bylaws 
duly approved by the Secretary of the United 
States Department of the Interior on December 
17, 1936; and 

WHEREAS:  Article 1, Section1 of the By-Laws 
of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community states 
the President shall at all times have general su-
pervision of the affairs of the Tribal Council and 
such matters as naturally pertain to the general 
welfare of the Community; and 

WHEREAS:  Article 1, Section 6 of the By-Laws 
of the Community states the subordinate offi-
cers, boards, and committees of the Tribal 
Council shall perform such duties as the Tribal 
Council shall, by resolution, from time to time, 
provide; and  

WHEREAS:  Article III, Section 1 of the Consti-
tution states ñthe governing body of the Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community shall be the 
Tribal Council; and 

WHEREAS:  Article VI, Section 1(a) of the Con-
stitution imposes a duty on the Tribal Council to 
protect the health, security, and general welfare 
of the Community, and 

WHEREAS:  Article VI, Section 1(n) of our Con-
stitution authorizes the Tribal Council to promul-
gate and enforce ordinances, which shall be 
subject to review by the Secretary of Interior, 
governing the conduct of members of the Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community and providing 
for the maintenance of law and order and the 
administration of justice by the establishment of 
an Indian Court, and a definition of its powers 
and duties; and 

WHEREAS:  The Tribal Council defined those 
powers of the Tribal Court in the tribal code, 
specifically Section 8.102 Civil Procedure which 
states the Tribal Court shall NOT have jurisdic-
tion to initiate, allow to be initiated, or process 
any claim or suit against the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community without its consent; and 

WHEREAS:  The Tribal Court has allowed a suit 

against the Community, without its consent, to 
be initiated by Fred Dakota in his effort to re-
strain the Tribal Council from implementing ap-
proved Resolution KB#005-2014 by its officers 
and is threatening the Sovereign Immunity of the 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community; and 

WHEREAS:  The Tribal Council relies on the 
Tribal Court to help it maintain law and order on 
the reservation and respects its decisions, how-
ever, the Tribal Council will fiercely defend the 
Sovereign Authority of the Tribal Council and will 
not tolerate any effort by the court to diminish it; 
and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  
The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Tribal 
Council orders both judges to cease all proc-
esses related to the civil suit filed against the 
Communityôs officers for implementing resolution 
KB#004-2014; and  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED THAT: The Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community Tribal Council orders both judges to 
report to Tribal Court to resume their duties im-
mediately and shall work a standard work week 
of Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
like other elected government officials. 

RESOLUTION KB #043-2014 

     BARAGA, MICHGAN, AUGUST 2, 
2014 ð At a special KBIC Tribal Council 
meeting held on Thursday, July 17, 2014, 
the Tribal Council approved Resolution 
#KB37-2014 that included an expenditure 
in-excess of $10,000 in tribal funds that 
require final approval by popular referen-
dum.  The expenditure is for the acquisi-
tion of the Baraga Lakeside Hotel and 
Marina properties, for the purposes of re-
locating our Ojibwa Casino Resort.   
     The Treasurer of the Community, duly 
authorized by Tribal Council Resolution 
KB#05-2014, called for a popular referen-
dum for the purposes of allowing the 
membership to vote to give final effect to 
the expenditure. 
     The popular referendum was held Au-
gust 2, 2014, at the Big Bucks Bingo Hall 
in Baraga, Michigan. There were 175 tribal members registered to vote either in 
person or by proxy.  Registration started at 10:30 am, and all potential voters were 
done being registered at 12:30pm.  The voting took place after a question answer 
period with KBIC Treasurer Eddy Edwards.  The final vote on the expenditure was 
134 for, 36 against, and four abstained.  The expenditure was approved. 

(Pictures were provided by Jacqueline Swartz, Public Relations Director.) 

POPULAR REFERENDUM APPROVES PURCHASE OF  
THE BARAGA LAKESIDE MOTEL AND MARINA 

(Shalifoe, LaPointe, Jokinen, Ed-
wards, Curtis, Matthews, Messer); 
five opposed (Loonsfoot, M. 
LaFernier, S. LaFernier, Misegan, 
Swartz); 0 abstained; motion carried. 
     Council adjourned with no further 
business on the agenda.   
     The Court staff were relocated to the 
communityôs Bingo Hall during the Chief 

Tribal Judge and Associate Judgeôs sus-
pensions issued by the Ogimaa for the 
work day of Wednesday, August 13, 
2014, and were told to report to the 
Council meeting on Thursday, August 
14, 2014.  Court staff returned to their 
work stations on the morning of Friday, 
August 15, 2014.  
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All Tribal Veteransô Meeting at the 
Lighthouse, Sand Point, will be held 
every third Wednesday of the month 
at 1900 hours.   

All Tribal Veterans are Welcome!  

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
KBIC TRIBAL COUNCIL reinstates Judges 
 
From the Office of the KBIC President: 
 
ñYesterday, Tribal Council, in defense of our Constitution and Sov-
ereign Authority, ordered Tribal Judges Dakota and Ayres to cease all processes related 
to their unwarranted civil suit filed against the Communityôs President Donald Shalifoe, Sr. 
and Treasurer Eddy Edwards.  These officers were working within our Constitutional 
framework on behalf of the Tribal Council, not independently as suggested by this frivo-
lous lawsuit.  According to our Constitution, the Tribal Court is subordinate to Tribal Coun-
cil and always has been.  If changes to our Constitution are warranted, they can only be 
made by ratification of the people.  The Judges were instructed to return to work and told 
that they will be working a standard shift Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
like all other Tribal employees.ò 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
KBIC issues statement on Appellate Court Mining Decision 
 
From the Office of the KBIC President: 
 
ñThe court results demonstrate two things.  First and foremost, that Tribes do not belong 
in State courts.  Secondly, we learned the hard way that the litigation associated with this 
regulatory fiasco in Michigan involving the Eagle mine and other mines will be endless un-
til the mining activity in the State of Michigan is properly regulated.ò 

 

DRUG  

CONVICTION  

REPORT 
 

     In a continuous effort to reduce the illegal use 
of controlled substances in our community, the 
Drug Task Force has requested the publication 
of pertinent information regarding any convic-
tions of the Controlled Substances section of the 
KBIC Tribal Code §3.1706.  The Tribal Court 
has agreed to comply with the Drug Task 
Forceôs request and will publish a Drug Convic-
tion Report on a routine basis. 
 
Samantha Bach, case #14-069, controlled 
substance (use - marijuana) ï 1st offense 

Sentencing on 08/12/2014 to: 
1. $150 fine. 
2. Defendant is to obtain a substance abuse 

screening and is to follow the recommenda-
tions of that screening until successfully dis-
charged.  Defendant is to sign a release of 
information for the Court to monitor compli-
ance.   

3. Twenty days jail, credit for 15 days served, 
five days suspended.  Defendant is financially 
responsible for the costs of lodging/tether and 
any expenses incurred while incarcerated.   

4. Three-six months of alcohol and drug re-
stricted probation with the $10 monthly fee.  
Defendant is financially responsible for the 
costs of drug and PBT tests, if any. 

5. Defendant is to report a minimum of once per 
month to the probation office. 

 
Baghi Sandman-Shelifoe, case #14-044, con-
trolled substance (possession - marijuana) ï 
1st offense 

Sentencing on 05/19/2014 to: 
1. $150 fine. 
2. Substance abuse screening.  Note:  Defen-

dant has recently been released from inpa-
tient treatment.  Defendant must successfully 
follow all the recommendations for his after-
care plan from residential treatment.  Defen-
dant is to sign a release of information for the 
Court to monitor compliance. 

3. Ninety days jail, credit for four days served, 86 
days suspended.  Defendant is financially 
responsible for the costs of lodging and any 
expenses incurred while incarcerated. 

4. Six-twelve months of alcohol and drug re-
stricted probation with the $10 monthly fee.  
Defendant is financially responsible for the 
costs of drug and PBT tests, if any.  This pro-
bation is concurrent with case #14-014. 

 
Brian Gauthier, case #14-037, controlled sub-
stance (use - marijuana) ï 1st offense 

Sentencing on 05/08/2014 to: 
1. $150 fine. 
2. Defendant is to obtain a new substance 

abuse screening and is to follow the recom-
mendations of that screening until success-
fully discharged.  This screening is to be com-
pleted within two weeks, and the Defendant is 
to sign a release of information for the Court 
to monitor compliance.     

3. Ninety days jail, credit for one day served, 
credit for six days served on GPS tether, 
three days are to be served on GPS tether, 
eighty days suspended pending documenta-
tion that he is currently enrolled in the Alterna-
tive School in LôAnse, MI.  Defendant is finan-
cially responsible for the costs of lodging/
tether and any expenses incurred while incar-
cerated. 

4. Six-twelve months of alcohol and drug re-
stricted probation with the $10 monthly fee.  
Defendant is financially responsible for the 
costs of drug and PBT tests, if any.   

5. Defendant is to report weekly to the Probation 
Office until the Probation Officer deems other-
wise. 
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NEWS FROM THE OJIBWA SENIOR CITIZENS 

September : 

¶ September 10ð12:15 p.m., Senior Meeting.  

¶ September 24ðPasty prep at 12:00 p.m. (right after 
lunch).  We are done by 3:00 p.m., and volunteers are 
needed! 

¶ September 25ðPasty sale at 5:00 a.m., or as early as you 
can get there.  We are done making pasties by 11:00 a.m., 
with clean-up and bagging pasties to follow.  Volunteers 
are needed as early as possible! 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE:   

¶ At the August 6, 2014, Senior meeting, a motion was made 
and passed that for those seniors who have signed up to 
go on the December 4-6, 2014, Green Bay Trip, who have 
NOT been working or have only worked/volunteered a few 
hours, MUST work/volunteer a minimum of 20 hours dur-
ing the next three pasty sales (August, September, and 
October) to be eligible to go on this December trip.  Addi-
tionally, a $30 deposit will be collected from eligible trip 
participants at the Senior meeting on September 10, 2014, 
and/or during the pasty prep/sale on the September 
24th/25th.  This deposit is non-refundable if cancellation is 
within three weeks of the December trip (after November 
10).  

October: 

¶ October 8ð12:15 p.m., Senior meeting.  Karen Lahti will 
be present to collect the final deposit for the cruise from 
everyone going on the January 10-18, 2015 cruise.   

EDUCATION INCENTIVE PROGRAM  

AWARDS STUDENTS 

     The Keweenaw Bay Education Committee offers the Edu-
cation Incentive Program to local KBIC tribal students.  
Monetary incentives are awarded at the end of each of the 
four marking periods of the academic year.  Students must 
be enrolled KBIC members, reside in Baraga, Houghton, 
Ontonagon, or Marquette counties and must attend a public 
or private school.  A studentôs Honor Roll status is defined 
according to the requirements of their school district. 

     The following fifty students were placed on the Honor Roll 
for the fourth marking period of the 2013-14 academic year: 

Baraga ð Cheyenne Welsh, Opal Ellsworth, William Jon-
dreau, Jr., Jailyn Shelifoe, Nathaniel Welsh, Aleah Maskew, 
Brendan Varline, Frederick Dakota, Jeani Aho, DySean Al-
len, Lilianna Messer, Steele Jondreau, Dana Kelly, Steven 
Maki, Presley Rasanen, Bailey Harden, Keegin Kahkonen, 
Angel Loonsfoot, Shawna Lussier, and Dante Loonsfoot. 

LôAnse ð Kayla Dakota, Tiôia Friisvall, Shay Ekdahl, Gray-
son Roe, Cody Clement, Karli Hoggard, Eva Lind, James Ve-
ker, Abbygail Spruce, Jacob Picard, Deija Dakota, Jade Cur-
tis, Robert Jacobs, Christopher Genschow, Alicia Stein, 
Robert Genschow III, and William Genschow. 

Sacred Heart ð Madison Smith and Rachael Velmer. 

Community Schools ð Teresa Loonsfoot and Lisa 
Waranka.  

Marquette ð Kayla Herron, Vanessa Rabitaille-Kinney, Nee-
bin Ashbrook-Pietila, Brenden Lindgren, and Anna Lindgren. 

Ewen-Trout Creek ð Lana Lind. 

Gwinn ð Lacie Stanton, Kimber Shelafoe, and Taylor Shela-
foe. 

     The following thirty-three students received awards for 
achieving Perfect Attendance: 

Baraga ð Robert Curtis, Shawna Lussier, OôDell Loonsfoot, 
Steven Maki, Troy DeCota, and Opal Ellsworth. 

LôAnse ð Jaycee Maki, Dallas Moulden, Paige Zasadnyj, 
Christina Anderson, Keira Dakota, Sara Dakota, Adyson 
Moulden, Chase Larson, Brian Spruce, Jade Curtis, Deija 
Dakota, Tyler Dakota, Philip Edwards II, Jordan Chosa, 
Christopher Genschow, Charles Spruce, Robert Genschow 
III, William Genschow, Grayson Roe, and Cody Clement.  

Sacred Heart ð Rachael Velmer. 

Gwinn ð Lacie Stanton, Kimber Shelafoe, Taylor Shelafoe, 
Kaitlyn Shelafoe, and Destinee Stanton. 

Lake Linden ð Ashton Dowd. 

EDUCATION DEPARMENT  
ANNOUNCES  

KBIC COLLEGE GRADUATES 

     The Education Department is pleased to announce the fol-
lowing sixteen KBIC college graduates for the 2013-14 aca-
demic year: 

Otis Malmgren, Gogebic Community College, Auto Service 
Technology, Certificate 

Jessica Picard, Gogebic Community College, Licensed Practi-
cal Nursing, Certificate 

Larry Denomie, Gogebic Community College, Business, A.A. 

Sarah Garver, Ojibwa Community College, Liberal Studies, 
A.A. 

Zelina Huhta, Ojibwa Community College, Liberal Studies, 
A.A. 

Alisha Tilson, Northern Michigan University, Art and Design, 
A.A. 

Janell Bianco, Northern Michigan University, Criminal Justice, 
B.S. 

JoAnn Carlisle,  Northern Michigan University, Environmental 
Studies, B.S. 

Jacob Durant, Northern Michigan University,  Media Produc-
tion, B.S. 

Nicole Clement, Ferris State University, Nursing, B.S.N. 

Sophia Elyas, Central Michigan University, Health Fitness, 
B.S. 

Kristine Maki,  Northern Michigan University, Psychology, 
B.S. 

Dominic Pallin, Northern Michigan University, Loss Preven-
tion, B.S. 

Rebecca Rasanen, The University of Michigan, Athletic Train-
ing, B.S. 

Christopher Gerard, Northern Michigan University, Criminal 
Justice, M.S. 

Jeanine Gonzalez, The University of Michigan, Education, 
M.A. 

Emily Starr, Northern Michigan University, Family Nurse Prac-
titioner, M.S.N. 

     Congratulations to all of our graduates.  We are very proud 
of you and your accomplishments! 

EDUCATION INCENTIVE PROGRAM           

     The Keweenaw Bay Education Committee offers the Edu-
cation Incentive Program to local KBIC tribal students.  
Monetary incentives are awarded at the end of each of the 
four marking periods of the academic year.  Awards are 
given for Honor Roll and Perfect Attendance.  Students must 
meet the following criteria: 

1. Must be enrolled KBIC members. 
2. Must reside in one of the following four counties:  Baraga,             

Houghton, Ontonagon, or Marquette. 
3. Must attend a public or private school. 

     A studentôs Honor Roll status is defined according to the 
regulations of their school district. Students in grades 4 
through 12 are eligible to receive this award. 
     Perfect Attendance follows the school policy, also but time 
for doctor or dental appointments and funerals may be al-
lowed.  Please contact the following people for more informa-
tion: 

¶ LôAnse Area Schools ï Shellie Denomie, (906) 524-6000 
ext. 369, sdenomie@laschools.us 

¶ Baraga Area Schools ï Helen Jondreau, (906) 353-6661, 
hjondreau@up.net 

¶ All others contact Amy St. Arnold, (906) 353-4117, 
amy@kbic-nsn.gov 

¶ Houghton, Ontonagon, and Marquette students must pro-
vide a copy of student report card.  If attendance is not 
noted on the card, please have a school official document 
by signature.  Report cards may be mailed to Keweenaw 
Bay Tribal Center, Education Office, 16429 Beartown Rd.  
Baraga, MI  49908. 

mailto:shdenomi@laschools.K12.mi.us
mailto:hjondreau@up.net
mailto:amy@kbic-nsn.gov
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Catholic Community of Baraga County 
  Holy Name of Jesus       

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 

 
Confessions:  Sunday before Mass 

Sunday Mass 12:00 p.m. 

353-6565                   
saintann@up.net 

Pastors 
Father Corey Litzner 
Father Nicholas Thompson 

NEW BOAT WASHER DEPLOYED TO PREVENT  
THE SPREAD OF AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES 

 
     In May 2014, the Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-
nity Natural Resources Department (KBIC) initiated an 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program.  The purpose 
of this program is to conduct public education and help 
prevent the spread of AIS.  Funds were provided by 
the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, through the 
U.S. Forest Service, to purchase a pressure washer 
and hire an AIS educator and boat wash operator.  
The KBIC hired Jacob Haapapuro to fill this position, 
and the pressure washer was delivered in July.  Jacob 
has traveled to boat launches and fishing tournaments 
throughout Baraga, Houghton, and Keweenaw coun-
ties offering free boat washes and AIS educational 
materials.   
     Several aquatic invasive species are already 
known to have invaded inland lakes.  Ian Shackleford, 
invasive species coordinator for the Ottawa National 
Forest, reported, ñBesides invasive species in Lake 
Superior, such as sea lamprey, several inland lakes 
have been invaded by Eurasian watermilfoil and spiny 
waterflea.  Eurasaian watermilfoil can form thick mats 
that outcompete native aquatic plants and become a 
nuisance to boaters.  We currently are aware of infes-
tations in Prickett Lake, Keewaydin Lake, Keweenaw 
Bay, and the Keweenaw Waterway, including Torch 
Lake, Dollar Bay, and Pike Bay.  Spiny waterflea can 
accumulate on fishing equipment and interfere with 
natural food webs, and have been found in Lake Me-
dora, Lac La Belle, Gratiot Lake, the Keweenaw Wa-
terway, as well as Lake Superior.  Fortunately our area 
appears to remain free of zebra mussel, although new 
sites are establishing not far away to the south.ò 
     Erin Johnson, Lake Superior Program Coordinator 
for the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, described 
how cleaning boats can prevent the spread of aquatic 
invasive species.  ñMost of the lakes in our area re-
main natural and free of aquatic invasive species.  
However, throughout the Midwest, weôve seen that 
lakes can become infested when people unknowingly 
pick up the species in one lake and then move them to 
another on their boat or trailer.  These species are 
spread in live wells or can live for a few days out of the 
water, attached to a boat or trailer, and then rehydrat-
ing and resuming growth when they land in new wa-
ter.ò 
     Johnson continued, ñTo prevent the spread of 
aquatic invasive species, weôre asking boaters to in-
spect, drain, and clear their boats before moving from one lake to another.  Inspect your boat, trailer, and equipment.  Remove 
all aquatic plants and other debris.  Drain all water from the motor, bilge, and live well.  Dispose of leftover bait in the trash, not 
on the ground or in the water.  If our boat washer or a car wash is available, consider washing with hot water, although a thor-
ough hand cleaning can be just as effective.  Ideally, if you plan to move from one lake to another, allow your boat to dry in the 
sun for at least five days.ò 
     The KBIC boater education program will complement Michiganôs ñClean Boats Clean Watersò program, and the national 
ñStop Aquatic Hitchhikers!ò program led by Wildlife Forever.  The State of Michigan also prohibits launching a boat with an 
aquatic plant attached.  Violators may be subject to a $100 fine. 
     So far Jacob has washed over two dozen boats and made contact with almost 100 individuals.  When asked about the ex-
perience so far, Jacob responded that the boaters have been very receptive to his presence commenting that ñeven if theyôre 
not interested in the AIS information, they like the idea of a free boat wash.ò 
     Both the U.S. Forest Service and KBIC are members of the Keweenaw Invasive Species Management Area (KISMA), which 
covers the three counties the KBIC AIS program is targeting.  The KBIC and U.S. Forest Service hope to continue to work to-
gether to offer AIS education and boat wash services in the tri-county area in the future. 
     The KBIC has also received funds through the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to develop and implement an AIS Management 
Plan.  The AIS Management Plan should be complete by this fall and ready for implementation in early 2015.   
 
For more information, visit the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Natural Resources Department web page at nrd.kbic-nsn.gov, 
or the KISMA web page at www.kisma.org. 

Above, Jacob Haapapuro with the KBIC trailered pressure washer. 
Below, Jacob Haapapuro and the pressure washer in action. 

Photo Credit: Erin Johnston, KBIC NRD 

Historic Zeba Indian Mission  
United Methodist Church 

1832ðPresent 
 ñWe welcome each of you to our worship services, at 

9:00 a.m. each Sunday.ò 

Pastor:  Rev. Stephen Rhoades  

Church office 524-7939 
Parsonage 524-7936 
e-mail lumc@up.net 

http://nrd.kbic-nsn.gov


 

 

(6) Ningodwaaswi  

36
TH 
MAAWANJIôDING continues:  

Above and belowðWomenôs Traditional Dancers. 

Adult two-step winners:  Mishomis and NokomosðGlen Bressette, Sr. 
and Sandy White Eagle. 

E Halverson, Powwow Committee Member, presents the Fry Bread win-
ners with their plaque and prize money.  (Left) Stella Gibson and (right) 
Dametrius Webster.  

This Menôs Traditional Dancer always adds amazing atmosphere to the 
arena. 

Youth two-step winners:  The Pickle HeadsðMyesha Rainey and Joseph 
Rainey, Jr. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. Company.  Virgilôs careers include truck driving, maintenance 
worker at the Kincheloe Air Force Base, and he worked for 
the Community Action Program.  He was the treasurer for the 
Ojibwa Senior Citizens and was the Chief Ogimaa of pasties 
sales.   
     Virgil has three children: Shauna Callaway, Charlotte 
Loonsfoot, and Virgil Loonsfoot, Jr., and eight grandchildren.    

     Betsy Ross ð Betsy was born in Saginaw, Michigan, on 
January 9, 1944, to Mable and Lamar Robillard.  She moved 
with her family to LôAnse when she was three-years-old.  At 
the age of 17, she studied nursing at Northern Michigan Uni-
versity.  Two years later she moved to Detroit and was em-

ployed at the Riverside Osteopathic Hospital in Trenton, 
Michigan.  At the age of 20, she married a navy officer who 
then left for Vietnam.  When he returned from duty, they 
raised four children on the east coast.  Betsy worked at the 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey where she 
was the manager of the Central Service Department.   
     In 1995 Betsy returned home and currently resides on her 
homestead ,on the old buffalo farm in Zeba.  She enjoys 

Continued on page eight. 

HONOR ELDERS continues:  

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 


